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MINUTES OF A PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL 
ON MONDAY 10th MARCH 2008 

 
 

Present 
  Councillor  Dr P E  Mayner Chairman  
  Councillor  Mr M G Huskinson Vice Chairman 
  Councillor  Dr  E H  Jones 
  Councillor Mrs  J E  Hadley-Roberts 
  Councillor  Mrs E B J Hill 
  Councillor  Mr A W   Medcalf 
  Councillor Mr M S Simpson 
  Councillor Mr  T  Wells MHDC/WCC 
   Mr R Chamings Malvern Hills Conservators 
   Mr M Partridge Public Path Warden 
   Mrs J Lomas Parish Tree Warden 
   PC A Naulls Local Police Officer 
   Mr J M Skinner Clerk 
 

1. Public Question and Answer 
1.1. There were no members of the public present. 

2. Apologies 
2.1. The Council accepted apologies for their absences from Mrs Janet Lomas and Cllr Tom Wells. 

3. Code Of Conduct And Declarations Of Interest 
3.1. Parish Councillors were reminded that, as required by the Parish Council Code of Conduct Order 

2001, they should notify the MHDC Monitoring Officer of any changes to their Register of 
Interests or the receipt of any unrecorded gifts or hospitality. They should also declare any 
personal or prejudicial interests in any of the items of this meeting. 

3.2. There were no declarations of personal or prejudicial interest. 

4. The Race Relations And Crime And Disorder Acts 
4.1. All of the business carried out and decisions made at this meeting have observed the requirements 

of the above acts. 

5. Acceptance Of Previous Minutes 
5.1. The minutes of the previous meeting, having been circulated, were taken as read, approved by the 

Council as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 

6. Report by PC A Naulls, Local Police Officer 
6.1.  PC Naulls reported that in the past year there had been nine incidents in Guarlford, three more 

than the previous year, they consisted of two violent crimes, one burglary, one vehicle crime, four 
unclassified and one theft. The main problem had been sheep and cattle straying on to the road. In 
response to a request from the Chairman, PC Naulls said that he would arrange for a speed check 
through the village in the future. 

6.2. The Chairman thanked PC Naulls for attending the meeting and his report. 

7. Report by Mr M Partridge, Public Path Warden  
7.1. Mr Partridge reported that he now had only three or four paths to walk; the WCC paths database 

showed that there were nineteen problem reports, all minor, and he was in the process of 
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contacting the local farmers to resolve these problems. He noted that there had been a complaint 
about a group of poorly controlled dogs in Wood Street recently. The Chairman said that he would 
contact the owner. ACTION Chairman   

7.2. Mr Partridge said that he had noticed an amount of rubbish in Honeypots Lane, he was advised to 
contact the MHDC or the Malvern Hills Conservators who would remove the rubbish if it was on 
their land. 

8. Report by Mrs J Lomas, Tree Warden 
8.1. Mrs Janet Lomas had informed the Clerk that she had nothing to report. 

9. Report by Mr D Hill, Chairman Village Hall Committee 
9.1. Mr D Hill reported by e-mail that the installation of the double glazed hardwood framed windows 

was now well under way. The external pointing of the long south wall brickwork is also 
proceeding well. 

9.2. Mr Keane, owner of the Men’s Club had informed Mr Hill that he intended to commence work on 
the premises in four months time. 

10. Report by Cllr Dr E Jones, Chairman Guarlford History Group 
10.1. Cllr Dr Jones reported that the History Group had met a few days ago and that the creation of The 

Guarlford Scene was on schedule with publication scheduled for later this year. The Group were 
also planning to publish a Local Walk Booklet by Rosemary McCulloch and Janet Lomas. The 
Group had also recently held an ‘Evening with Charlie Williams’ in which he recounted his 
memories of agricultural life over the last seventy to eighty years. The event was well supported 
and the WI ladies provided an excellent supper; the proceeds, which included a generous donation 
from Mr Williams, are to provide a permanent memorial in the church for the parishioners who 
died in the two World Wars. 

11. Report by Mr Chamings, Malvern Hills Conservators 
11.1. Mr Chamings reported that this year was the Malvern Hills Conservators’ 125th anniversary; and a 

number of ways of celebrating the event were being considered, one possibility was a children’s 
trail on the hills. 

11.2. At the moment the board had two committees, the Land Management Committee and the 
Administration and Resources Committee, the board were now considering whether to create an 
additional Advisory Panel for Recreation. 

11.3. At the moment the board consists of twenty-nine members, which cannot be changed without an 
act of parliament, however, Malvern Town Council want a representative as well even though 
there is already an elected parish representative. 

11.4. The Board has just received a grant of £500,000 to enable the number of cattle and sheep to be 
increased on Castlemorton Common. 

12. Parish Environment 
12.1. Mr N Deam had reported that there was a considerable amount of moss on the pavements in Penny 

Lane and Penny Close, which could be regarded as a hazard. The Clerk was asked to refer the 
matter to the Highways Department. ACTION Clerk  

12.2. Mr D Masters’s trees. The Clerk reported that, in response to a query by Mr Masters, the 
Conservators had already placed a contract for the purchase and planting of one replacement tree 
and three new trees all donated by Mr Masters and in locations agreed with the Conservators; the 
project should be completed in the near future. 

13. Planning 
13.1. 08/00049/FUL. Erection of workshop for A J Gammond Ltd., Clevelode Lane. No comment by 

GPC. 
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13.2. 07/01444/FUL. Swimming pool for Mr D Walter and Miss D Jones, Clevelode Farm, Clevelode. 
The site work is outside the parish, however, the only access to the site is within the parish. The 
Council recommended that, if approval were granted, there should a condition that the access road, 
also used by the inhabitants of Clevelode, is kept clear of mud and debris. 

13.3. The Homestead. The court action, taken against the owner for storing a large number of tyres on 
the grass verge outside The Homestead, has been delayed until April. The Council expressed great 
concern about the continued lack of action by the Malvern Hills Conservators, the MHDC 
Planning Department and the Environmental Agency in dealing with this and other flagrant 
breaches of the planning consent conditions. It was agreed that the matter should be referred Sir 
Michael Spicer MP and that Cllr M Huskinson should draft a letter to him setting out the sequence 
of events and the Council’s concern about the current situation. ACTION Cllr M Huskinson  

14. Administration 
14.1. Support for The Grapevine. The Clerk said that he had obtained and circulated the Grapevine’s 

business plan, which showed clearly that the recent reduction in size was due to insufficient funds 
even though the advertising rates had recently been increased. Cllr Mrs Hill reported that the other 
parishes were aware of the problem and that Newland PC had agreed to donate £100, Madresfield 
PC £50 and the Madresfield and Guarlford PCC £50. The Clerk said that £100 had been included 
in the 2008/09 budget for ‘Communication’ which could be used to help fund The Grapevine. The 
Council then agreed unanimously that The Grapevine was a valuable asset and should be 
supported by a donation of £100 from the 2008/09 budget. ACTION Clerk   

15. Liaison With Other Bodies 
15.1. West Midlands Regional Spatial Strategy Workshop. Cllr Barbara Hill reported that the main 

theme was that 9000 new houses had to be built, and that the local councils had no choice in the 
matter; it also appeared that many of these house were destined to be built on a flood plain. 

15.2. WCC Budget Information Meeting. No thing to report. 

15.3. West Midlands Regional Spatial Strategy Phase 2 Revision Draft. See 15.4. 

15.4. Revision to above due to further work required by Baroness Andrews, Parliamentary Under 
Secretary of State. The original proposals by the WMRSS had not been accepted and Baroness 
Andrews had commissioned a further study with comments due by 23/05/08. The Parish Council 
had no comments at this time. 

15.5. MHDC Open Space Supplementary Planning Document. The Parish Council had no comments. 

15.6. MHDC Rough Sleeping Questionnaire. Questionnaire completed stating that the Council had no 
knowledge of any rough sleepers in the parish on the designated date. 

15.7. WCC Consultation by Worcestershire Children & Young People Strategic Partnership. The 
Council had no comments. 

15.8. Local Communities Consultation – Conduct of Local Authority Members in England. The Council 
had no comments. 

15.9. WCC Workwise Scheme to provide mobility for young jobseekers. The Council had no comments. 

15.10. Consultation on the new Children and Young People’s Plan for Worcestershire. The Council had 
no comments. 

15.11. WCC Emergency Planning brief. The Chairman said that he would attend the next meeting. 

16. Waste Recycling 
16.1. Nothing to report.  

17. Finance 
17.1. The Internal Financial Monitor reported that he had received a copy of the accounts and that they 

appeared to be in order. 

17.2. The Council approved the Clerk’s salary and expenses of £418.13 and £34.06. 
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17.3. Discretionary Rate Relief application by the Plough & Harrow. The Council agreed to adopt 
MHDC’s Proposal B; namely, although the Parish Council believes that the Plough and Harrow 
benefits the parish it is unable to make any financial contribution to the rate relief. 

17.4. The Council approved the MHDC’s election expenses of £62.35. 

17.5. The Council approved the payment of the CPRE subscription of £28. 

17.6. The Clerk reported that Mr David Kuun had accepted the role of Internal Auditor.  

17.7. The Council approved the payment of the Village Hall hire charge of £75. 

17.8. The Council approved the payment of the CPRE subscription of £28.  

17.9. The Balances of the accounts after the above payments and transfers are: 

Current Account Deposit Account Charity Account 

£1041.79 £2618.99 £105.93 

 

18. AOB (For Consideration At Next Meeting) 

19. Date Of Next Meeting 
19.1. The next meeting will be held in the Village Hall at 7.30 PM on Monday the 12th of May 2008. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

J M Skinner     Dr P Mayner 
Clerk     Chairman 

 
 


