
GUARLFORD & MADRESFIELD with NEWLAND PCC;

Guarlford Church Fabric report for 2009
(abridged)

In January the hot air curtain over the main inner door failed and was replaced.

In July the church electrics were inspected and consequently a new distribution unit was installed to meet the latest regulations.

In October the church received its Quinquiennial (5 yearly) inspection by the church architect, Mr Peter Taylor of Stainburn Taylor at a cost of about £500. In the summary of his report Mr Taylor commented that the church remains well cared for by the PCC within the means available to them. The list of repairs and improvements undertaken since the previous inspection is encouraging. Further requirements for works to roof flashings, walls and drainage remain together with repairs to the churchyard boundary walls These all need to be put in hand during the quinquennium.

The slate roofs of the south sides of the nave and chancel remain just at the point of being satisfactory. There is evidence of continuing slate slippage presumably due to nail failure, and in the long term, allowance needs to be made for their re-slating.

Recommendations for repairs are listed in four categories:

Category A repairs (Immediate):

Most repairs in this category are concerned with replacing or fixing slates, replacing lead flashing and work on gutters and down pipes. The estimate for the Category A repairs is about £4000 including possible fees and VAT.

Category B repairs (To be completed within 2 years):
Recommended repairs in this section include re-slating the small vestry roof, more lead work and a major exercise re-pointing joints in the various church walls using hydraulic lime mortar. All re-pointing is subject to faculty procedure and architect supervision. Estimated overall cost is about £13000. 

Category C  repairs (Within 5 years)    Less urgent work of a general nature. Estimated overall cost about £6000.

Category D  (Longer term)  Provision should be made for the complete re-slating of the nave and chancel roofs on the church south side. Funding this will be a major challenge.

Finally:
Many thanks are due to the small group, mainly ladies, under the gentle guidance of Elizabeth Tidball, who give the church a good clean and polish on a regular basis and ensure we always have a good display of flowers at the appropriate times. 

Don Hill . Churchwarden


